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2 Corinthians 10:1 -11:33

In chapter 10 Paul returns to his coming visit to Corinth. He has been rough on them in his letters. When he visits he will take on his enemies, but he hopes that the congregation will be at his side in this. The world fights with lies, pride, peer pressure, and hatred, but Paul does not fight war by the ways of the world. God is his defender and God’s word is Paul’s sword. Because it is God who sides with him, Paul’s message cannot fail to crumble the towers and castles of the enemy. 


In verse 5 Paul makes it clear that he not only wants to crush the fortresses of the enemy, but also bring the conquered to God(“…take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”) In verse 12 Paul points out his enemies’ ridiculous standard. They compare themselves to one another and find no problem! Christ is the true measure by which we judge ourselves! Measuring myself by others like me is an old ploy of Satan to fool men into thinking far more of themselves than they ought. 


Paul came to Corinth with the gospel as he was commanded by Christ (verse 13). Through the success of the gospel there the rest of the world could be reached through his preaching. He did not need to cite his own wisdom and glory because God was his glory and his congregation his proof of integrity and ministry.


Chapter 11, verses 3 and 4 tell us that the congregation had foolishly welcomed false teachers in their midst, perhaps out of a desire to be open-minded or tolerant. Paul warns them that they are placing themselves in danger. False teaching should be excluded, not welcomed! Though he might be less eloquent than those so-called apostles, his message was true. His knowledge was from God, not from worldly reason. 

The false apostles were taking a wage from the congregation, but Paul had not done that. Did they value his words less for that? He had taken from other congregations in order to support himself in their midst without asking anything of them! He will continue to do this so as not to allow his enemies to compare themselves with him (verse 10-12).

Paul refers to his talk as foolish because he doesn’t want to lower himself to his enemies’ methods, but his congregation seems to respond to that kind of persuasion. Paul boasts in sarcastic ways in order to help them understand the absurdity of their enemies. In verses 20-21, for example, he chides himself for not abusing the congregation as had their false teachers, for they apparently had more respect for this treatment than for his love. In his “boasting” that follows we find out that Paul has suffered even more greatly and more often than the surviving writings of the New Testament reveal. 
